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PRESENTED BY:

Beverly Hills / Bel Air
A1 Cucina Italiana
Bouchon Beverly Hills
Cafe Rodeo at The Luxe 
   Rodeo Drive Hotel
Chaya Brasserie
Coupa Cafe
Crustacean Beverly Hills
Culina, Modern Italian
Da’ Pasquale Trattoria
Fogo de Chao Churrascaria
Gyu-Kaku - Beverly Hills
Il Cielo Restaurant
Il Fornaio - Beverly Hills
La Dolce Vita
Lawry’s The Prime Rib
Morton’s The Steakhouse 
   - Beverly Hills
Mr. Chow Beverly Hills
Picca
Piccolo Paradiso Ristorante
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
   - Beverly Hills
Scarpetta Beverly Hills
SHU - Sushi House Unico
Simon LA
Sotto
The Restaurant at Mr. C
Via Alloro
Vibrato Grill & Jazz
Yojisan

Culver City
A-Frame
Akasha
Brunello Trattoria
Ford’s Filling Station
K-ZO
L’Epicerie Market
Libra Brazilian Steakhouse
Lukshon
MEET in Paris
Rush Street
Sake House by Hikari
Waterloo & City

Downtown LA 
Aburiya Toranoko
Bar | Kitchen
Blue Cow Kitchen & Bar
Border Grill - Downtown LA
Cafe Pinot

Chaya Downtown
Corkbar
Cucina Rustica - Downtown
El Caserio
Engine Co. No. 28
Fat Spoon
Industriel
Katsuya at L.A. LIVE
Lazy Ox Canteen
Mo-chica
Morton’s The Steakhouse - Downtown
Nick + Stef’s Steakhouse
Noe Restaurant & Bar
R23 Japanese Cuisine & Art Gallery
Rivera
Rock’N Fish at L.A. LIVE
Rosa Mexicano at L.A. LIVE
Soleto Trattoria & Pizza Bar
SUGARFISH by Sushi Nozawa 
   | Downtown LA
The Palm Restaurant - Downtown LA
The Restaurant at The Standard, 
   Downtown LA
The Rooftop Biergarten 
   at The Standard Downtown LA
Trader Vic’s at L.A. LIVE
Traxx
Water Grill
Wolfgang Puck Bar & Grill 
   at L.A. LIVE
Yojie Japanese Fondue

Fairfax/Beverly /Mid-Wilshire
3rd Street Station
3Twenty Wine Lounge
AOC
BLD Restaurant
Eva Restaurant
Itacho Japanese Izakaya and Sushi
Locanda Veneta
Luna Park
Ray’s and Stark Bar
The Capital Grille
The Foundry on Melrose
The Little Door
Tres by José Andrés
Wirtshaus

Greater LA
Post & Beam
Dal Rae
Setá

Hollywood 
Ammo
Cleo
Delphine Eatery & Bar
Fabiolus Cucina
Geisha House
GO Burger Bar & Grill
Grub
Katsuya - Hollywood
Lexington Social House
Papilles
Rolling Stone LA Restaurant and 
Lounge
Sadie Kitchen & Lounge
Susan Feniger’s STREET
Sushi Roku - Hollywood
Wolfgang Puck Bistro
Xiomara on Melrose

Koreatown
LaOn Dining by Parks BBQ
M Grill
Long Beach Area
Gaucho Grill - Long Beach
Michael’s on Naples Ristorante
The Sky Room

Pacifc Palisades
Gladstones
Sam’s by the Beach
Taste at the Palisades

Pasadena
38 Degrees Ale House & Grill
Arroyo Chop House
Cafe 140 South
Cafe Bizou - Pasadena
Cheval Blanc Bistro
Haven Gastropub
Il Fornaio - Pasadena
Japon Bistro
Maison Akira
Noir Food & Wine
Parkway Grill
POP Champagne & Dessert Bar
Roy’s Hawaiian Fusion Cuisine 
   - Pasadena
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
   - Pasadena
Smitty’s Grill
Sushi Roku - Pasadena
The Derby Restaurant

The Market on Holly
The Melting Pot - Pasadena
The Raymond Restaurant
The Royce at The Langham
The Terrace Restaurant 
   at The Langham, Pasadena
Vertical Wine Bistro

San Fernando Valley
Cafe Bizou - Sherman Oaks
Casa Vega
Chablis Food + Wine
Gyu-Kaku - Sherman Oaks
Red Room Food & Wine Bar
Bashan Restaurant
Katsuya - Glendale
Firenze Osteria
Marrakesh
Mistral
Morton’s The Steakhouse 
   - Burbank
Raphael
SUGARFISH by Sushi Nozawa 
   | Studio City
The Six Restaurant - Studio City
Morton’s The Steakhouse 
   - Woodland Hills
NM Cafe at Neiman Marcus Topanga
Ruth’s Chris Steak House 
   - Woodland Hills

Santa Monica 
Areal Restaurant
Babalu Bakery & Restaurant
Blue Stove at Nordstrom 
   Santa Monica Place
BOA Steakhouse - Santa Monica
Border Grill - Santa Monica
Cafe Bizou / Bizou Grill
Cafe Montana
Chinois On Main
Coast Restaurant
Fraiche Santa Monica
Hostaria del Piccolo
Il Fornaio - Santa Monica
Il Forno Ristorante
JiRaffe Restaurant
Josie Restaurant
La Botte
La Sandia
La Vecchia Cucina
Locanda del Lago

Madame Chou Chou
Next Door by Josie
Ocean & Vine at Loews 
   Santa Monica Beach Hotel
Ocean Avenue Seafood
One Pico
Ozumo Santa Monica
Sushi Roku - Santa Monica
The Dining Room 
   at Hotel Shangri-La
The Penthouse at The Huntley
Upper West
Valentino Restaurant
Vito Restaurant
West 4th/Jane
Whist Restaurant 
   at the Viceroy Hotel
Wilshire Restaurant
Zengo Santa Monica

South Bay
American Farmhouse Tavern 
   & Dining Hall
BALEENlosangeles
bashi
Bluewater Grill
Catalina Kitchen at Terranea Resort
Gaetano’s Restaurant
Gyu-Kaku - Torrance
Il Fornaio - Manhattan Beach
mar’sel
Mucho Ultima
Rock’N Fish - Manhattan Beach
Second Story at The Belamar Hotel
The Melting Pot - Torrance
The Strand House
Zinc @ Shade

West Hollywood 
AGO
Asia De Cuba
Bagatelle
BLT Steak
BOA Steakhouse - West Hollywood
Boxwood Cafe by Gordon Ramsay
Cafe La Boheme
Comme Ca
Crossroads at House of Blues 
   - Los Angeles
Fig & Olive
Gordon Ramsay at the London 
   West Hollywood

Gyu-Kaku - West Los Angeles
Il Covo
Jar
Katana
Koi Restaurant & Lounge
Little Next Door
Lola’s
Lucques
Mercato di Vetro
Mirabelle on Sunset
NIGHT + MARKET
Petrossian Paris Restaurant & Boutique
Playa Restaurant
RH at Andaz West Hollywood
Rosa Mexicano Sunset
Sherbourne
STK LA
Taste on Melrose
The Palm Restaurant - West Hollywood
Tortilla Republic Weho
Vinoteque on Melrose

Westside
2117
Amici - Brentwood
Craft Los Angeles
Farmshop
Fundamental LA
Gaucho Grill - Brentwood
Katsuya - Brentwood
Kiriko Sushi
Napa Valley Grille
Ninethirty at The W Los Angeles 
   Westwood
Obika Mozzarella Bar - Century City
On Sunset @ Luxe Hotel Sunset
Sixth & Pine @ Nordstrom
Tavern
The Six Restaurant - West LA
Toscanova
Upstairs 2

Venice/LAX/Marina del Rey
Beachside Restaurant & Bar
Cafe Del Rey
Chaya Venice
Culinary Republic
Locanda Positano
Piccolo Venice
SUGARFISH by Sushi Nozawa 
   | Marina del Rey
Sunny Spot

Special offer from American Express
In addition to amazing specially priced prix fi xe menus at top restaurants, you can get a 
$5 statement credit when you register any eligible American Express® Card and dine at 
any of the participating restaurants.
Here’s how: 1. Register an eligible American Express Card at amexnetwork.com/dineLA
 2. Spend $21 or more with your registered Card
 3. Get $5 statement credit

12 DAYS. INFINITE SUMMER EATS. ONE CULINARY MECCA.

dineLA Restaurant Week | July 16–27

 Lunches for $15, $20 and $25 and dinners for $25, $35 and $45. 
Reserve your table at dineLARestaurantWeek.com

To be eligible for this offer, you must register an eligible American Express Card at amexnetwork.com/dineLA between June 22, 2012 and July 27, 2012. You may register only one Card 
for this offer. Using the registered Card, you must spend $21 or more at a participating dineLA restaurant between July 16, 2012 and July 27, 2012. For a list of participating restaurants, 
visit www.dineLARestaurantWeek.com. Registration must be completed prior to your transactions and is limited. Earn a $5 credit per Card per participating restaurant per $21 or more 
qualifying purchase. Prepaid and Corporate Cards are not eligible. Statement credits are generally issued within 3-5 business days after your qualifying purchase, but may take up to two 
billing cycles to post to your account. If your registered Card is replaced during the promotional period, please call the customer service number on the back of your Card for assistance. 
Additional terms apply; see Registration Terms and Conditions.

F E S T I V A L

Quilt
INTERNATIONAL

•SEEnearly 500quilts! •SHOPover275booths!
•LEARNin75classes, lectures,&special events!

July 27-28 (10 a.m.-7p.m.)
July 29 (10 a.m.-3 p.m.)

DAILY ADMISSION $10
SENIORS/STUDENTS $8

LONG BEACH CONVENTION CENTER
300 E.Ocean Blvd. (enter on PineAve.)

E-MAIL: shows@quilts.com

WEBSITE: www.quilts.com

CYRANO 
Fountain Theatre

GRACE NOTES & ANVILS 
Odyssey Theatre Ensemble

THE IRISH CURSE 
Odyssey Theatre Ensemble

MACBETH 
The Antaeus Company

THE MANOR 
Theatre 40 at Greystone Mansion

THE PARIS LETTER 
The Group Rep at the 
Lonny Chapman Theatre

THAT GOOD NIGHT / O! 
The Road Theatre Company

LA STAGE

LASTAGEAlliance.com

READ LA STAGE Times 
FOR THE LATEST IN 
LA THEATER NEWS, 
FEATURES & BLOGS!
Stay on top of current happenings 
in LA’s theater community. Visit:
LASTAGETimes.com

latimes.com/companytown

Company Town
Go behind the business 
behind the show

With stories that include
forbidden crushes on Fred-
dy Krueger, scheduling your
first casual hookup and hid-
ing in a bathtub with 72 slic-
es of American cheese,
Thursday night’s show at
the Bang Comedy Theatre is
not your mother’s idea of a
comedy performance.

Now celebrating its ninth
installment, the monthly
storytelling series “Don’t
Tell My Mother” pulls from a
variety of corners of the en-
tertainment industry, in-
cluding actors, artists,
screenwriters and, for good
measure, a lawyer and a drag
queen to spin true 10-minute
confessions they’d never
want their moms to know.

“It’s not a stand-up com-
edy show or a stand-up com-
edy crowd,” said co-creator
and Fox executive Nikki
Levy, who will perform a
story about — who else? —
her mother on Thursday
night. “A lot of the laughter
in the show comes from peo-
ple relating to the [per-
former’s] honesty and
authenticity.”

In an era when overshar-
ing on social networks is the
norm, storytelling has be-
come a hit on both coasts.
Perhaps the genre’s most fa-
mous example, the nonprof-
it series called the Moth be-
gan in 1997 and won a Pea-
body Award in 2010 for its
public radio broadcast. The
show recently teamed up
with the USA Network on a
bicoastal storytelling cam-
paign to combat bias with
contributions from such
folks as Academy Award-
winners Dustin Lance Black
and Octavia Spencer.

Another show, “Risk!,”
founded by Kevin Allison
from the comedy troupe the
State, invites comics such as
Kevin Nealon and Sarah Sil-
verman to air their disas-
trous delicates during live
shows and podcasts in New

York and Los Angeles.
“There’s this wackiness

that comes out in people
when they feel connected to
you,” comic Jen Kober said
of the medium’s growing
popularity. “You seem like
more of a real person and a
friend than a person on TV
telling jokes.”

Thursday’s lineup at

“Don’t Tell My Mother” fea-
tures actors David Dean
Bottrell (“Boston Legal”)
and Jack Plotnick (“Buffy
the Vampire Slayer”), Kober
(“Curb Your Enthusiasm”)
and twins Gary and Larry
Lane, the producers behind
the documentary “Holly-
wood to Dollywood.”

Since its October debut,
the show has packed a crowd
into Bang Theatre’s small,
1950s-style lobby, complete
with a cigarette girl weaving
through the folding chairs
with classic candies. The
more intimate confines out-
side of Bang’s usual per-
formance space are a con-
scious choice on Levy’s
part:. “Bang is a theater, but
I didn’t want to do it in the
theater, because the whole
point of this is that you’re
telling secrets to strangers.”
Instead, performers stand

on a makeshift riser (think
grade-school choir concert),
sometimes with notes in
hand, inches from front-row
patrons seated knee-to-
knee on the stage.

“There’s no microphone,
so it’s really cool that I’m so
very loud,” said Kober, who
landed an agent at a recent
show after telling a story
about taking a weeping
Christian cousin struggling
with a bad psychedelic trip
to Wal-Mart to “walk it off.”

This time, Kober will talk
about a tandem sky-diving
experience gone wrong. “My
first parachute didn’t open,”
said Kober, who also acts out
her mother filming — and
providing commentary —
from the ground.

Kober’s story about se-
cretly eating cheese slices as
a child is a fan favorite. “Peo-
ple come up to me all the
time and tell me they did the
same thing with graham
crackers, or that they ate
other kids’ lunches in kin-
dergarten,” she said. “All this
shame eating we all did as
children in the dark draws us
together now — as friends.”

The show rotates story-
tellers and subjects every
month, and Thursday’s
theme, “The Big Gay Show,”
is particularly potent for
Frances Callier and Angela
Shelton, better known as
“Frangela” from appearanc-
es on VH1’s “Best Week
Ever” and the reality show
“I’m a Celebrity... Get Me out
of Here!” The duo are self-
proclaimed “queer-minded”
heterosexuals and often in-
corporate marriage equality
into their political satire.

“When we were growing
up, being gay wasn’t strange
or weird,” said Callier, who
will share a story about her
great uncle. “[He] was a
drag queen and he took care
of me during the day. We
called him ‘Uncle Charlene’
and spent the afternoon
sewing sequins on his cape.”

“It’s very important to us
to talk about what we sup-
port, and that’s everybody
being able to get married,”
added Shelton. “The laugh-
ter allows us to get the idea
across and change people’s
minds. And that means
we’re doing our job.”

calendar@latimes.com

‘Don’t Tell 
My Mother’

Where: Bang Comedy
Theatre, 457 N. Fairfax
Ave., L.A.
When: 8 p.m. Thu.
Price: $15
Info: donttellmy
mother.com

Telling secrets for laughs 

Susan Serice

Megan Swormstedt and Lowell Hile

JEN KOBER, top, has a doozie ready for Thursday’s
edition of “Don’t Tell My Mother.” Co-creator Nikki
Levy, above, will perform a story about her mother. 

True confessions are
the name of the game
at Bang Comedy’s
storytelling series.
Audiences can relate. 

By Jamie Wetherbe
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